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JEFF SESSIONS 
~\..A BAM-'1 

Mr. Michael Yeager 
Assistant Commissioner 

~nitrd ~tatc.s ~tnatt 
WASHINGTON, DC 201)11H:J104 

November 3, 2014 

Office of Congressional Affairs 
United States Customs and Border Protection 
1300 Pennsylvania Ave. ~W 
Washington, D.C. 20229 

Dear Mr. Yeager: 

CCV \limES. 

BUDGET 
R•nkln' Mambor 

JUDIOt.RY 

ARMED 3~~VICES 

EN VIAONME'IT AND FLBLC WO'IKS 

I am enclosing correspondence that I received from
Products. We would appreciate any effort to assist Mr. Any information you ma.y have 
regarding this matter would be appreciated so that I :nay respond to my constituent's inquiry. 

Thank you for your assistance. Please respond t in my Mobile Office 
at the following address: 

JS: st 
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NOv-3-e0:4 14;03 FROM:UNIQU: FIRE STOP T0:4145845 

I Unigue Fire Stog Products 
FAX COVER SHEET 

DATE 11 3 -2014 

RECEIVINGFAX#( J.~l) 4 r4- .s-~tt~ 
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NJU-3-2014 14:04 FROM:UNIQUE FI~E STOP 2519605061 T0 :4145845 

Privacy Act Release 

Date (1·1 ~ o'lJ!) r t./ 
Social Security No. 
Clalm No. 
SRC/A No. 

DearSenatorSesslons: fv\ ·P..

I regun.<ti your lll!ittiUlce in resol.,iua ihu problem larn huving wltb (aacney) 

c v~~<; {vAS se; 2-!~ Mf ffdlt{v~f. rp / .tJtft)te ~~~}.. P ~ 
Give tlipUgbts, netessary dAtes and locations. Usese(ond shoot if needed. 

$ (Je_ "-1 ~ ~ ~ o/ ycl C. ~ -f,· .f/1? c/ r'/f£L f ' r 
In kc;eping with the rcstrictionzs of the privacy ad, you nre •uthorlzcd to request any 
information rllquired to assJst me. 

Name: 

Address

HomePhone;( WorkPhon~: ( 

4/lj 
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NOJ-3-20~4 14:04 FRO~ : UNIQUE FIR: STOP -:-o: 41'15845 

Unigue Fire StoP- Products 
Oate: 11/03/2014 

To: The Honorable Jeffery Sessions 

From:

Subject Our property Incorrectly coded Dnd seized at Port of Moblla Cuatoms. 

UNIQUE FIRE: STOP Invented, patented, Ul. tested, built a teolllty In Robertsdafe, AI. to produce and brine to market our 

mech•niCill sleeve systeme to protect life and proporty. Our produota th&t have been oomf'lliant with UL standards and guidelines 

1or Qver 20 years with no problems. We nave multiple products and multiple listihgs and e~re the only FIR ESTOP manufacturer In 

the state. Thh;; /~ o1.1r fittlt time to try to import parte and pleoes to be assembled here at our plant In Robertsdale, AI. 

We had plenned to inspect the part&, Insert the required putty, doc/Warn le~bele and assembly lnetru~lons. At that J:)Oint It became 

a Ul., system and would be sold to oablo inl!lt.:lilers n~Honwldo. www.unlquoflroetop.oom oliok on tho Smooth Flrestop ay$t~m to 

see. httpa:Jiwww.unlqueflmstop.ooml•p.hlml Our SmQOth Fires lop device Ia our# 1 sell&r over the years and untll1ht 

competition had circumvented our patet'lt& Qnd flooded the mad<etwlth clone sleeves, we were doing well enough to pay the billa. 

We ha't'e always made thlise sleeveo 11'1 house ex~ept fer several years ago we bought same sleeves through a Chicago 

Olstrlbi.Jtor, Garvin lnduetr!ee Imported from the eema Chinese maker. It wae several thoueenef sleeves and we eold them all. 

Dul'lng lhe process of selling them wca were lnspocrted by Ul. at least a tlmoe With no lssu~s and no tariffl9 or duties. 

As this proplem of ~dumping unfolded, 1 began to study the HS Code manuel ana aaw nothing even membling our unl~ue parts so 

my customs brQker just picked on~ labeling us as 'Stalnlen Stttel threaded fittings• end it has s dumping duty. We ere not any of 

that. So when our pi'Oduct was eol:!:ed and inspe~d . the customs agent recla&elfled It as "pip&'. It Is not pipe. It Is componente of 

an unt1nlehed product. 

I was tcld we were going to tan onder the dumping laws and would be fined 60% of the value of the product They then proceeded 

to go to my webalte and calculate velua at the list price or a musneo system even tt'lougn wnat they had was an unflnlahed 

inc;cmp1ete bag of parts. So now the shipment is valued et $250.000. Sixt:Y % of that Ia S160,000 .• · The total I was invoice.d 

including the un flnhshed product, shipping and cost of eontaln1rwas about $72,000. 

At this point I hi~d an attomsy and he proceeded lo get them the correct code# but they said they and only they 

could assign the code. Then we were slammed with a "tariff''. The attorney again Interceded and it was nc longer a problem. But 

tl'lere was 6J new problem. Then there wee the Issue with the UL marK. we ere allowed to appry the abbreviated mar1< on one of 

the parts for which I was toJd I had a varlatlon due to lack of apace on the device. Customs deemed It an *Illegal marl<• and again 

Impounded the cargo. I had UL Issue a letter stating It \'Jas OK to relaaee the cargo nun conditionally" as It wa~ not Illegally marked. 

So now they have re seized It again and are assessing duties for dumping. ($244,000. was the latest 

assessment) They are also planning to send the container to the customs seizure yard In F=lorida soon. I am 

awaiting word on how much longer it can stay in Mobile. 

CEO 
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